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Barkha, the graded reading series is developed for 
students of Grade I and II. The objective of the series 
is to provide opportunity to young children to engage 
with books and read meaningfully. Gradation across 
levels has been achieved by variation in syntax, 
number of words and complexity of sub-plots. Barkha 
facilitates reading for pleasure in children and helps 
them become fluent readers. Children find everyday 
events as interesting as stories; hence, all the stories 
of Barkha are based on their daily life experiences. 
The stories of Barkha are spread out in four levels 
and five themes— (i) Relationships; (ii) Birds-Animals; 
(iii) Musical Instruments, Games and Toys; (iv) Around 
us and (v) Food. Another objective of the reading series 
is to provide plenty of books to children. It also helps 
in cognitive development of children in all curricular 
domains. 

It is suggested that Barkha books be kept at a place 
in the classroom where children have easy access. 
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The Hopping Socks 


One morning, Madhav stopped at the pond. 
He likes the cool water of the pond a lot. 
He loves to dive in the pond. 


ee 


Madhav took off his shoes and socks and kept them 
aside. He took of his clothes and kept them aside too. 
He put his feet in the water and sat next to the pond. 


y 
He kept throwing pebbles in the pond for a long time. 


He enjoys watching the circles made by the ripples 
they made in the pond. He comes often to the pond. 


Madhav spotted fish in the pond. 
He stopped throwing pebbles in the water. 
Madhav intently started looking at the fish. 


Madhav saw a black fish. 
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Madhav bent to look at the fish closely. 
There were a lot of fish in the pond. 
some fish were tiny, some big. 
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Madhav wanted to call the fish closer. 
He threw crumbs of roti in the pond. 
Several fish came close to eat the roti. 


Madhav tried to catch the fish. 


All the fish swiftly swam away. 
Not even one fish was caught. 


He stretched his arms and tried to catch the fish. 
But the fish swam away too far. 


Madhav thought of an idea. 
He thought that he could catch the fish in his socks. 
He went to the edge of the pond to pick his socks. 


Madhav's socks were not there. 
He shook his clothes to find them. 
He looked in his shoes too. 


But his socks were not there. 
He looked around. 
Madhav's socks were hopping away in the field. 


x he . : 
Madhav came out of the pond. 


He ran after his hopping socks. 
Socks kept hopping ahead of him. 


Madhav ran after his socks. 
But he could not catch them. 
The socks kept hopping. 


The socks got caught in a bush. 
Something jumped out of them. 
Madhav saw them and burst out laughing. 


Stories of 
Kajal and Madhav 


For further enquiries, please visit www.ncert.nic.in or contact the Business Manager at the addresses of the Regional Centres given on the copyright page. 


a Gl bord 


westta Sia syqTan she ufsrarmr aReaq 
= 15.00 NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND TRAINING 


ISBN 978-93-5580-096-1 (Barkha Set) 
978-93-5292-043-3 


